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Our Worship Committee and 
Lenten Planning Team recently 
approved a theme and liturgical 
design for this season of Lent. 

Over the past five years we’ve 
deepened our connection to 
the Adoration of the Cross rite, 
observed every Good Friday. 
Many people feel a powerful 
and prayerful connection to Je-
sus when they approach, kneel, 
touch or even kiss the large 
wooden cross we use during 
the Triduum (also known as the 
‘Three Days’).

In that spirit we have chosen the 
theme, ‘Cross Talk’ for the season 
of Lent. The large wooden cross 
will accompany us on Sunday 
mornings and midweek services.

Here are some details, both theological and practical:

At the beginning of each Sunday service we will have 
a modified confession and forgiveness rite where, 
after a brief prayer introduction at the sanctuary 
entrance, the large wooden cross will be solemnly 
processed each Sunday. During the procession we 
will read the names aloud of those who have suf-

fered imprisonment, torture, and 
oppression as the cross makes its 
way down the center aisle. There 
will be an accompanying drum-
beat after each name is read.

 The cross will be placed in its 
large wooden stand just in front 
of the organ console as we sing a 
Kyrie. Absolution will then be of-
fered. The Lenten planning team 
will arrange a setting of candles 
behind the cross that will be lit as 
we sing the Kyrie.

As a way to refresh our creedal 
identity and draw us into a great-
er awareness of the everyday re-
ality of the cross in the world, we 
will use a modern creed from El 
Salvador in place of the Apostles’ 
Creed.

Whether it is during Lent or not, each Sunday ser-
vice begins with an individual focus and moves to a 
more communal celebration of the Eucharist. To em-
body this process, our planning team’s inspiration is 
to remove the two communion rails for the season, 
thereby making room for all who are able to gather 
around the table as communion is made ready. 

Cross Talk

Continued on next page
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Lenten Services
We will spend Lenten Midweek services in meditative prayer around 
the large wooden cross in the sanctuary. Come for a simple, medita-
tive, Taizé-style service of prayer around the cross. These services 
will be at 7:30 pm each Wednesday throughout Lent.

Holy Week
• Palm Sunday Processional: March 24 at 10:45am

• Maundy Thursday: March 28 at 7:30pm

• Good Friday Tenebrae Services: March 29 at 7:30pm

• Easter Sunday Eucharist Celebration: March 31 at 10:45am
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Cross Talk, Continued 

Pastor Daniel will do a shorter eucharistic service using call and 
response, so you will not need your bulletins as you gather around 
the table. 

Many of you may recall that when the congregation had the sanc-
tuary redesigned in the early 1990’s they made the railings remov-
able for the purposes of allowing for this sort of architectural free-
dom. It will be interesting to experience our sanctuary with the 
railings absent, in some ways representing something we give up 
for Lent that simultaneously provides a new perspective.

Once the bread and wine are presented, three serving stations will 
be set up (in some ways similar to Pilgrim Communion, but more 
informal) where those gathered around the table may go to re-
ceive communion by individual glasses (wine and grape juice, as 
usual). We have also set up a kneeler by the large wooden cross in 
front of the organ console where those who would like to receive 
the common cup and kneel will be welcome. People are also wel-
come to come and kneel after they receive communion from one 
of the standing stations.

We will spend Lenten Midweek services in meditative prayer 
around the large wooden cross in the sanctuary. As we’ve done 
during past seasons, we’ll move the altar back against the wall, ar-
ranging a circle of chairs inside the chancel area, and host a simple, 
meditative Taizé-style service of prayer around the cross. These 
services will be at 7:30 pm each Wednesday throughout Lent.

As you see, we have made significant changes to our worship ex-
pression for this Lenten season. We hope it will inspire us, awaken 
us, and make new the pilgrimage to join our Lord at his place of 
world-defining pain and world-defying power.

Please speak to Pastor Daniel, Director of Music Mark Bowman, 
Bonnie Gunzenhauser, Sue Graef, Jim Clark, Rachel Stark-Inch, Nina 
Alvarez or Katie Dahlaw if you have any questions or comments.

Prayer Chain
Prayer Chain Dedication On Sunday, March 3, 2013, the members 
of Grace’s Prayer Chain will be commissioned. Grace prayer chain 
is made up of individuals who receive prayer requests and offer 
prayers for a variety of needs: personal, congregational, and com-
munal.  The requests are sent via email to the prayer chain mem-
bers. This year over 150 requests for about 60 different individu-
als, groups, events, or causes have been offered. We give thanks to 
God for the ministry of these individuals:

Prayer Chain Ministers 2013:

Virginia Ayers, Jan Blackburn, Paul Bailey, Kristina Blanchek, Ter-
ence Blain, Kim Brown, Bob Carroll, Phyllis and Barry Buck, Rina 
Campbell, Nell Ferguson, Melanie Gibbons, Christina Garrett, Sue 
Graef, Bonnie Gunzenhauser, Rachel Stark Inch, Anne Laurence, 
Gail Lamont, Marilyn Grinager Mason, Mark Mathyer, Chloe Mar-
tinez, Pastor Dawn Mass,  Sue McDaniels, Andria Morse, Claudia 
Perry, Pastor Daniel Ruen, Natalie Rickman, Tim Schannep, Ann 
Stevens,  Carolyn Utech, Nancy VanBrundt, Connie Wood, Janet 
Wright, Helen and Larry Yarbrough

If you have a prayer request or wish to join the group you may con-
tact the church office, prayergraceevanston@gmail.com, or any 
member of the prayer chain. 

Party Planners Needed!
This December marks the 75th anniversary of Grace’s founding! 
We’re going to start planning now for the occasion. Want to help? 
Our first meeting will be in the conference room off Fellowship Hall 
(the room with the “G” on the door) after worship on March 10th.

To RSVP or if you have questions or suggestions, talk to Anne Lau-
rence, alaurence314@gmail.com

Mantegna’s Dead Christ
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03/01  Brooke Kilyanek

03/02 Leif Steele

03/02 Bob Shoaf

03/05 Claire Repsold

03/12 Jen Rude

03/26 Bob Lamont

Palm Sunday  
Pancake Breakfast

The Annual Palm Sunday Men’s 
Club Pancake Breakfast will be 
held on March 24th from 8:30am 
to 10:00am.  Come hungry and 

leave happy.

The GRACE EASTER BREAKFAST 
is a tradition of long standing.   
All are invited to come to-
gether  to share breakfast on 
Easter morning from 9:15 to 
10:30am. It is a wonderful 
way to begin this joyous day 
with your church family.

Everyone is invited. A sign-
up sheet will be available a 
couple of Sunday’s before Easter 
for you to choose what delicious 
item to bring. Breakfast casse-
roles, colored Easter eggs, fruit, 
breads and pastries, juice and 
milk are all welcome contri-
butions. Clean-up volunteers 
(after worship service) are very 
welcome also.

We encourage everyone to arrive 
as close to 9:15 as possible so 
that we can begin together with 
prayer.

Questions? Please call or email 
Jan Blackburn (847-475-8022) or 
blackburn.b.j@att.net.

Grace Family Theater Outing: March 17th
Join members of the Grace family on a Lenten season theater out-
ing on Sunday, March 17 at 2:00 p.m. to see Quest Theatre Ensem-
ble’s world premiere of The People’s Passion Play, which chronicles 
the creation of the universe and key Biblical events through the 
Passion and Resurrection.   

Follow a folk trio on an entertain-
ing, humorous and ultimately 
moving journey through time as 
they belt out old hymns, spirituals 
and folk tunes in the great Ameri-
can tradition. The People’s Passion 
Play is sure to delight the entire family with its memorable music. 
Audiences will be captivated by Quest’s signature use of large-
scale puppetry.

The People’s Passion Play is written by award-winning Chicago-
based Playwright/Director/Puppeteer Andrew Park with original 
music by Scott Lamps. 

Performances run February 22nd through March 31st at the Blue 
Theater located at 1609 West Gregory (one block south of Bryn 
Mawr just west of Ashland) in Andersonville. The production is 
suitable for audiences of all ages and is free to the public, although 
donations are encouraged. For reservations and more information 
visit www.questensemble.org, email reservations@questensem-
ble.org or call 312-607-5631.

Attendees can meet at the theater or carpool from Grace at 1:30pm.  
Contact Stephanie Kulke at stkulke@gmail.com or 773-501-4360 if 
you plan to attend and need or would be willing to offer a ride.  

From Pastor Betty Landis,  
St. Paul’s Lutheran, Evanston

We are planning another 
Women’s Retreat for March 8-9.  
We are excited that this coincides 
with International Women’s Day 
(Mar. 8th). 

We have reserved a place with 
a limited number of rooms – 
Techny Tower Maria House.  

With a pitch-in salad dinner Fri-
day evening, provided Breakfast 
& Lunch, meeting rooms, and 
overnight, it will cost approxi-
mately $75 per person.

Would a few Grace women like to 
attend?

Grace Book Group

The next book group will 
meet on April 7th, 2013, 

from 3:00 - 5:00pm at 
 Les and Rachel Stark  
Inch's home, 5837 N. 
Talman, Chicago, IL 60659. 

773-728-6768. We will discuss 
The Heart is a Lonely Hunter by 
Carson McCullers. 

(left to right) Laurie Stivers, Immanuel Lutheran; Janice Skillen,  
St. Timothy's Lutheran; Diane Kastman, St. John's Lutheran;  
Martha Hanson, St. Paul's Lutheran; Ken Kastman, St. John's Lutheran; 
Ingrid S. Stafford, Trinity Lutheran; Lynn Otte, Grace Lutheran

Lutheran Vision Keepers from the 
2013 Interfaith Action event 2/17/13
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March 3
Presiding .................................................... Pastor Daniel Ruen

Preaching ......................................................... Megan Sawyer

Assisting Minister ..............................................Carolyn Utech

Lector ................................................................. Randi Warren

Acolyte .................................................................. Zinzi Steele

Ushers .................... Sydell Reeves, Ann Stevens & Kyle Murphy

Coffee Hour.........................................Helen & Larry Yarbrough 

Altar Care ............................ Helen Yarbrough & Sue McDaniels

Nursery Care ....................................................... Dee Johnson

Altar Flowers ..........................................None Because of Lent

March 10
Presiding .................................................... Pastor Daniel Ruen 

Preaching ........................................................... Amy Gillespie

Assisting Minister ....................................................Ron Graef

Lector ............................................................... Nancy Mathyer

Acolyte ................................................................. Joanie Daye

Ushers .................... Sydell Reeves, Ann Stevens & Kyle Murphy

Coffee Hour...........................Nancy Stewart & Nancy Starkman

Altar Care ............................ Helen Yarbrough & Sue McDaniels

Nursery Care ................................  Nancy Schubert/Cici Galicia

March 17
Preaching ................................................... Pastor Daniel Ruen

Assisting Minister ............................................. Jarrod Gaither

Lector ....................................................................Bob Lamont

Acolyte ................................................................. Logan Spies

Ushers ...................................... Larry Yarbrough & Joe Flaherty

Coffee Hour....................................Andria Morse & Laura Wally

Altar Care ................................... Danielle Keifert & Lisa Kosnik

Nursery Care ........................................................Ann Stevens

March  24 Palm Sunday
Preaching ................................................... Pastor Daniel Ruen

Assisting Minister ......................................................Joe Flint

Lector ................................................................... Anne Shafer 

Acolyte ............................................................William Thacker

Ushers ...................................... Larry Yarbrough & Joe Flaherty

Coffee Hour.........................................Clare Ruen & Karla Daye

Altar Care ................................... Danielle Keifert & Lisa Kosnik

Nursery Care ........................................................ Nina Alvarez

Altar Flowers ............................................. Palms, Ann Stevens

MARCH WORSHIP SCHEDULE

 

March  28 Maundy Thursday
Preaching ................................................... Pastor Daniel Ruen

Assisting Minister .................................................. Kim Brown

Lector ..................................................................Bil Blackburn

Acolyte ............................................................... Thandi Steele

Ushers ................... Russ Kohnken, Nate Brown & Chuck Hewitt

Altar Care ..................................Ann Stevens & Nancy Mathyer

March  29 Good Friday
Preaching ................................................... Pastor Daniel Ruen

Assisting Minister .................................................. Paul Bailey

Lector ..................................................................... Joe Mayne

Acolyte .................................................................... Zora Ruen

Ushers ...........................................Nate Brown & Chuck Hewitt

March 31 Easter Sunday
Preaching ................................................... Pastor Daniel Ruen

Assisting Minister ............................................... Connie Wood

Lector ...................................................................Brian Vinson

Acolyte ..............................................................Cecelia Galicia

Ushers .................... Jan Blackburn, Bob Shoaf & Cecilia Galicia

Coffee Hour..................................................Bob & Gail Lamont

Altar Care ..................................Ann Stevens & Nancy Mathyer 

Nursery Care ........................................................Deb Mitchell 

Altar Flowers .................................................... Easter Flowers

Thinking about Joining Grace?
Every year it is our great pleasure to welcome new members to 
the ministry of Grace. If you are interested in participating, please 
email or speak to Pastor Daniel (pd@graceevanston.org) about 
coming to our New Member Luncheon on Sunday, April 21st at 
12:30pm, right after Coffee Hour in the Fellowship Hall. We will 
serve you a delicious lunch, give you a chance to meet other new 
attendees and congregational leaders, and learn more about what 
it means to be a member at Grace. You are not obligated to join 
if you attend the luncheon. If, after participating in the luncheon, 
you would like to join with us in upholding our core Christian val-
ues of Affirmation, Courage and Care, we invite you to join us at 
New Member Sunday to be held on Sunday, May 5th, the day 
of Grace’s Annual Meeting.
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Contributing to Grace 
There are numerous ways you can contribute to the ministry and 
mission of Grace. Many of these are tax deductible. If you have 
questions about any of the methods below or want to explore a 
different method, contact treasurer@graceevanston.org. 

•  Sunday collection plate – If you have an intended purpose 
(e.g., Courage Fund, Soup Kitchen, Capital Campaign, etc.), 
please note it on the envelope or check. 

•  Automatic electronic deposits – Most banks will allow you 
to make regular, automatic deposits directly into Grace’s ac-
count. Please note that Grace is told only the amount and 
date deposited. So, for us to record your contribution, please 
e-mail  treasurer@graceevanston.org before setting this up. 

•  Simply Giving – Thrivent Financial Bank sponsors Simply 
Giving, which is very similar to other automatic electronic 
deposits. For a copy of the necessary forms, please e-mail   
treasurer@graceevanston.org. 

•  On-line Bill Pay – Most banks have an online bill pay system 
that pays your utility bills etc. You can likely use the same sys-
tem to make payments to Grace. Grace receives the checks in 
the mail and then counts them with the next Sunday collec-
tion. 

•  In-Kind Gifts – If you buy things to further the ministry and 
mission of Grace, that may qualify as a tax-deductible contri-
bution. Examples include food for the food pantry, ingredi-
ents to make beef stew for soup kitchen, or building or office 
supplies for the church. Please submit the receipt and a de-
scription of what it was used for. 

•  Giving your time – Volunteers are vital to continuing Grace’s 
mission, and there are ample opportunities to volunteer at 
Grace. Unfortunately, volunteering your time is not tax de-
ductible. If you’d like to hear about volunteer opportunities, 
talk to pastor or a Council member. Or, just turn to the person 
next to you in the pew. They’re likely to know of numerous 
ways to get involved. 

Marie O’Brien
Grace Lutheran Church is happy to wel-
come Marie O’Brien to the position of Parish 
Administrator. Marie possess a true com-
mitment to social justice work and also has 
a passion for community engagement. She 
has worked as a Development Consultant 
for the Sue Duncan Children’s Center on the 
south side of Chicago and held numerous positions at Thousand 
Waves Martial Arts & Self-Defense Center, including Outreach Pro-
gram Coordinator and Director of Violence Prevention Programs. 

Marie understood from the start that the role of Parish Administra-
tor at Grace was one that we were trying to define on paper but 
had not yet fully put into practice. She is excited to take on the 
challenge, not only of the administrative tasks that will be part of 
her daily list of things to do, but also of the expanded role of fa-
cilitator in helping to coordinate and expand all of the wonderful 
ministries that go on at Grace. 

Before applying for the role of Parish Administrator, Marie had re-
signed from her most recent position and spent 6 months on a 
“spiritual sabbatical” which was a time of reflection, appreciation, 
and spiritual engagement. She returned from her trip with a re-
newed interest in connecting with the community and wanting to 
“share her joy”. Grace is excited to share it with her.

Grace Leadership Retreat:  
Lilly Sabbatical Preparation

As part of our Lilly Grant application, a leadership retreat for 30 
people from Grace was included to plan and prepare for Pastor 
Daniel’s absence. 

Kim Brown and Nancy Mathyer are the Sabbatical Transition Co-
Chairs. With Council Chair Les Inch and PD’s consultation they have 
selected a group of Grace members to invite, as well as a location 
for a retreat the weekend of March 15th and 16th, a Friday night 
and all-day Saturday event. Kim, Nancy, PD and Les decided to 
ask the Grace Council and current ministry leaders representing 
a diverse mixture (age, gender, sexual orientation, ethnicity, etc.) 
of newer and established members to attend. The goal will be to 
prepare resource materials and action plans for the 16 weeks that 
PD will be away with his family, and to also explore a more inten-
tional development philosophy at Grace for the long term. We are 
sorry we could not provide an open invitation to everyone for this 
retreat, but given the specific Lilly Funds available, and the need to 
work with current ministry leaders in preparation for the sabbati-
cal, we felt comfortable making the choices outlined above. 

If you have questions, feel free to email Kim (brownclanzeus@att.
net), Nancy (nmathyer@ameritech.net), PD (pd@graceevanston.
org) or Les (linch679@gmail.com). 

We are excited as we prepare for this retreat and ways we might 
prepare, strengthen and empower our leadership teams to, in turn, 
support and empower the entire congregation for this upcoming 
sabbatical adventure, and use those tools beyond the sabbatical 
period.

Please join us for a special sabbatical retreat forum on Sunday, 
March 17th at 9:30am in  Fellowship Hall where you can hear from 
those who attended the event to ask questions about the experi-
ence and how we’ll be moving forward.
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Chicago Chorale Presents Bach’s St. John Passion
Chicago Chorale (which includes Grace’s own Bonnie Gunzenhaus-
er), will present J.S. Bach’s Passion According to St. John at Rock-
efeller Chapel in Hyde Park, on Palm Sunday, March 24, 3:00 p.m. 
Dr. Martin Marty, Professor Emeritus in the Divinity School at the 
University of Chicago (and a Lutheran pastor), will present a free 
pre-concert lecture one hour prior to the performance, across the 
street from Rockefeller in Ida Noyes Hall (1414 E. 59th St). 

The St. John Passion presents Bach in his most urgent, most 
streamlined, most theatrical mode. It presents the Biblical Pas-
sion narrative with dramatic, tension-filled interchanges between 
characters, emotional outbursts from choir and soloists alike, 
heart-breakingly expressive arias, all on a foundation of choruses 
and chorales which ground the listener in the shared, communal 
aspect of Bach’s art. Chicago Chorale’s 2013 presentation of this 
masterwork, supported by a grant from the Elizabeth L. Cheney 
Foundation, features Steven Soph as the Evangelist, Gerard Sund-
berg as Jesus, along with soloists Ellen Hargis, Susan Druck, William 
Bennett, and Paul Tipton, and an orchestra of period-instrument 
specialists, led by concertmaster Elizabeth Blumenstock. 

Now in its 12th season, Chicago Chorale’s repertoire ranges from 
the sixteenth century to the present and includes well-loved choral 
works as well as overlooked masterpieces, but always music that 
stimulates and challenges its listeners. Its November 2012 concert 
was named the #1 classical music concert of 2012 by Chicago Clas-
sical Review, edging out the Chicago Symphony Orchestra, Lyric 
Opera, Music of the Baroque, and a host of other Chicago-based 
groups.

Tickets are available at chicagochorale.org, by phone, through 
Brown Paper Tickets (800-838-3006); and at the door ($5 extra). 
Chorale’s large-scale Bach concerts at Rockefeller are very popu-
lar, especially during Holy Week; its performance of Bach’s B Minor 
Mass, two years ago, sold out. Best to purchase tickets in advance.

Threads of Grace
It’s soon going to be Spring, with new beginnings, and Threads of 
Grace is “in the moment” for its current project, fashioning clothing 
for preemie newborn babies.

Tiny kimonos, caps, booties, and receiving blankets are needed at 
Evanston Hospital.   Size and material specifications are in the Care 
Wear Pattern Packet instructions available from Carolyn Utech, 
Gail Lamont and Nancy Starkman.  The gar-
ments may be machine-stitched, hand-sewn, 
quilted, knitted or crocheted;  all forms of fab-
ric skills are useful in this project! 

Among your choices in patterns are the Basic Knit Hat, “The Per-
fect Preemie Hat” and matching booties, knitted sweater, single- or 
double-crochet hats, Itty Bitty Beanies, crochet blanket, booties to 
sew, and flannel kimonos in four little sizes.  All items are needed!  
The last time we delivered Preemie Clothing to Evanston Hospital 
[2009], we were warmly welcomed by Linda Hickman, Volunteer 
Resources, who happily received Grace’s donations made accord-
ing to the Care Wear patterns  tailored to preemie sizes.  

Threads of Grace didn’t meet in February---several members were 
out of town in climes warmer  than Evanston was on a cold win-
ter night, but as customary,  hand-work proliferates from many 
locales.    “Threads” project organizers were gratified by the huge 
numbers of winter scarves that Grace members contributed for the 
recent August-December project.  Individuals and families made 
68 handmade scarves and 51 fleece scarves.   Nancy Stewart’s 
Roots and Shoots Club at Marie Murphy School made 91  fleece 
scarves.   

In December, these warm scarves were taken to the Chicago Up-
town Ministry, and to the Hospitality Center of Interfaith Action of 
Evanston.  Our delivery teams were heartily thanked for the prod-
ucts from Grace.   We know the wraps continue to be greatly ap-
preciated in this chilly weather.  This coming fall, the scarf project 
again will be our major emphasis. 

Threads of Grace meets next on Wednesday, March 6, at 7:00 be-
fore the Lenten Vesper service.  The Threads session will resume for 
a bit longer after worship.   The Care Wear Preemie Clothing project 
runs through June 30;  all our crafters have plenty of time!  Thank 
you for your help!   

Holy Week, Seville, Spain

Good Friday Procession,  
Barcelona, Spain

Save the Date, and  
Help End Hunger:   

North Shore CROP Hunger Walk, in Evanston, 
Sunday afternoon, October 20, 2013 spon-
sored by Church World Service and our North 
Shore local committee.  Sign on to assist;  lots of volunteers need-
ed!  Speak with Helen Yarbrough if you have any questions.Andy Warhol, Crosses
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Where was the MIC student during January??? 
As the boat chugged further and further down 
narrow Lake Chelan, a few of my classmates 
kept track of their cell phone signals creeping 
from four down to nothing. For the month of 
January, we would be cloistered in Holden Vil-
lage with no connection to the outside world 
save the occasional letter.  

A number of folks here at Grace (Bill & Jan Blackburn, Nell Fergu-
son, Ron & Sue Graef, Bonnie Gunzenhauser, Marilyn Mason, Lisa 
Negstad – friend of Bonnie’s and honorary Grace member -  and 
Nancy Schubert) had the opportunity to spend a week at Holden 
with PD and his family in August 2009, as PD had been Staff Coor-
dinator at the community for a year, from 2005-2006. 

Holden rests between two peaks of the Cascade Mountains, and 
welcomes folks for spiritual retreat all year round. My class went in 
order to explore the connections between our Lutheran liturgies 
and the cycles of the earth. 

To that end, every day we prayed the abbreviated divine of-
fice. Rising for Morning Prayer before breakfast at 7:30, the first 
words chanted from our mouths were “O Lord, open my lips, and 
my mouth shall proclaim your praise” as dawn turned the tips of 
the mountains rosy pink. Before dinner as the sun went down we 
would pray vespers, which in monastic communities is the prayer 
service to mark the lighting of the lamps as evening descends. 
Each night would end with Compline, the language of the church’s 
bedtime prayer echoing our funeral rites. Daily prayer enacts the 
Christian life of rising each day to new life. 

Our morning class time (huddled in our chalet around a wood burn-
ing stove) began with initial discussions about how the church, as 
steward of creation, can help nurture a love of the natural world. 
Ideas ranged from calling attention to the changing seasons and 
local ecologies in preaching and prayer, to using bread and wine 

On or before Sunday, March 17, 2013 please bring 
supplies of groceries for breakfast, or donate cash 
to buy the groceries.  The Third Sunday of every 
month, Grace Lutheran provides a week’s worth of 
breakfast foods for the Interfaith Action of Evan-
ston Hospitality Center for the Homeless. During 
“Grace’s”  week, March 18 - 22, Susan Murphy and her staff will  
provide breakfast daily for about 40 guests at the Center.

We shop for and deliver frozen waffles, 5 or more bags of citrus 
fruit, 60+ yogurt cups, oatmeal packets, 8 loaves of bread, butter, 
jams, syrup, milk, 6 gallons of orange juice, 6 gallons of other fruit 
juices, graham crackers, saltine crackers,  snack crackers,  coffee 
cans and cream, 6-8 cream cheese packages, teabags, sugar, cocoa 
canisters  .....in quantity, needing enough for over 200 breakfasts 
in five days.   The shopping list usually amounts to  $160 -$200 
beyond whatever non-perishable items are donated.  

made locally in the community, to tending congregational gar-
dens, to worship that cultivates wonder. The class was geared to-
ward honing our skills as teachers; much of our learning in later 
class periods was from each other. Most of us picked a particular 
liturgical moment and led discussion about how language or ac-
tion could be used to make more clear God’s saving action not just 
for us but for the whole creation. 

In all, the time I spent at Holden served as a deep reminder of how 
intrinsically connected we are to the earth, and how as Christians 
we have been granted dominion by God to care for the earth God 
named “good.” Holden manages all of its own waste and power, 
each piece of “trash” meticulously sorted, leftover meals creatively 
“recycled” into the next day’s lunch, longer showers meaning less 
electricity, and rooms heated by wood-burning stoves, leaving me 
with a sense of how much small actions impact the greater com-
munity. It was an incredible way to spend a month, and I can now 
claim that I slept in a cave made of snow. If you are curious, I would 
love to answer any questions you may have about the month that 
I was away and to show you more of my pictures! 

Megan Sawyer

Your donations are eligible for credits on your contribution state-
ment, if you give your expense information to John Wright, Grace 
Treasurer.   Thank you very much for caring for our neighbors!

Also, high-protein pantry essentials always are being collected 
for the Chicago Uptown Ministry.  Please bring canned and boxed 
meal-making ingredients to the large wooden box in the coat 
room upstairs.... meats, soup, stews, peanut butter, pasta, rice, to-
mato sauce, tuna, macaroni, cereal, 
and other non-perishables which 
you like for lunch or dinner.  Thanks!

Third Sundays =  Breakfast Groceries for Interfaith Action of Evanston
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March Calendar
Every Sunday 10:45 Worship followed by coffee hour

  Sunday School During Worship

March 6, 13, 20   Wednesday Lenten services, 7:30pm

March 10 Grace 75th Anniversary planning session, 
  after worship

March 15 - 16 Leadership Retreat

March 24 Palm Sunday Processional, 10:45am

March 28 Maundy Thursday, 7:30pm

March 29 Good Friday Tenebrae Services, 7:30pm

March 31 Easter Sunday Eucharist Celebration, 10:45am

Grace Lutheran Church of Evanston
1430 South Blvd.  
Evanston, IL 60202
Voice: 847.475.2211
Fax: 847.869.9442

Grace Church Council
Les Inch, Chair,  

Jon Flaherty, Nathan Johnson, Danielle Keifert,  
Dorothy Nagelbach, Holly O’Connor, Laura Wally Find us at GraceEvanston.org

The Agony in the Garden, El Greco,1590-1600


